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Let’s say we have an 8th grade student who 
took the MAP math test in the fall, and that 
he scored a 235.

• What do we know? His score would place him at 
the 69th percentile relative to other 8th graders 
in math (based on NWEA’s 2015 status norms)

• But is this student on track to do well on the K-
PREP? How about the ACT? How does his score 
compare to that of students at his favorite 
college?

Student Example



1. K-PREP / MAP Linking Study (2015)

2. MAP College Readiness (ACT) Benchmarks (2015)

3. Linking MAP Scores to College and Universities 
(2015)

Presentation Overview



K-PREP / MAP Linking Study



• Primary purpose – Identify scores on 
the NWEA RIT scale that correspond 
with proficiency categories on the K-
PREP

• Study based on matched student 
testing data; nearly 50,000 students 
who took both tests in spring ‘13 or ’14

• Can determine if a student is “on-track” 
for proficiency after fall, winter, and 
spring testing

• Used an equipercentile method to 
generate these cutscores

K-PREP / MAP 

Linking Study



K-PREP MAP Cut Scores



K-PREP Cut Scores in CIITS



The K-PREP linking study can also 
tell you the probability that a 
student will be proficient on the 
K-PREP test

An 8th grader with a RIT score of 
235 in math in the fall would have 
a 62% chance of bring proficient 
on the K-PREP in the spring

Probability of Proficiency



MAP/K-PREP Correlation & 

Prediction Accuracy



College Readiness (ACT) 

Benchmarks



• Series of college readiness benchmarks for 
students in grade 5-9 in math and reading 
for both the fall and spring for ACT scores 
of 22 and 24

• Based on results from over 400 schools, 
83K students, and 621k test events

• Uses longitudinal data from all students in 
these schools, not just those students who 
take the ACT (since that would introduce 
self-selection bias into these benchmarks)

College Readiness (ACT) 

Benchmarks



College Readiness 

Benchmarks (ACT 22 & 24)



Kentucky College Readiness 

Benchmarks (ACT 19 & 20)



College Readiness (ACT) 

Benchmarks in CIITS



Linking MAP Scores to Colleges and 

Universities Across the U.S.



Connecting MAP Scores to 

Colleges/Universities

https://public.tableau.com/profile/jfcnwea?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRonv63JcO/hmjTEU5z14u4rX6Kg38431UFwdcjKPmjr1YIBS8BmI%2BSLDwEYGJlv6SgFQ7fDMal507gLUhU%3D#!/vizhome/NWEAcollegescorecard/Dashboard1
https://public.tableau.com/profile/jfcnwea?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRonv63JcO/hmjTEU5z14u4rX6Kg38431UFwdcjKPmjr1YIBS8BmI%2BSLDwEYGJlv6SgFQ7fDMal507gLUhU%3D#!/vizhome/NWEAcollegescorecard/Dashboard1


Questions?

Questions arise later on?  Send them to: nate.jensen@nwea.org

Thanks!

mailto:nate.jensen@nwea.org

